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F Rateiecd 0 your 1 e yeh! tell 


farprifing the Marſhal Villeroy, in hisQu rters 


Hnends, in mind of the Surpriſe of General 
Bohinehorough, at the Sicge of 7 ontefrat+ Caſtle, 
in the late Civil Wars of England. And I be- 
ing the, only: Perſon now living, that was an 
Actor in! it, youiarecpleaſed | to deſire a parti- -- 


cular Account ofcits/ which, as far as I know, 


 Pubhſhed. 


2 appeal to you, and all that know me, if 
ever. l bad the: Vanity to boaſt of it, or fo 
much as mention it, but ſometimes at the Re- 
queſt of a Friend, as I do now at yours; tho' 


Init. die News of Prince Fu ens | 


\ 
* 
* * 


Deſire, at this time, than be thought ſo vain 


as to make any Compariſon (other than of 


ſmall T hings with great) between ſuch a par- 


: publick and Glorious an one, as that of Prince 


| Eugene, on the Stage of Eur ope; which failed : 
but by one Accident, of having been yet 


much more glorious. | 


But this I may ſay withiour Vanity, That 


our Deſign was Honourable, not to kill a Ge- 


my, but to take 
ave the Liſe of 


Ip 2 the midſt of his A 
riſoner, and thereby to 
our own General, Sir Marmaduke Langdale, 


then a Priſoner, and condemned to die, un- 


der whoſe Command we had ſerved in the 
8 precedent Wer. 


It may not be pb to you, being 


2 Yorkhire Man, to know the moſt minute 


Particulars of this Enterprize, we being all 
Yorkbire Men, who had a Share in it. 


And firſt let me tell you how we took the 


Caſtle, which was a Garriſon for the Parlia- 


ment, as they calld the Government, then 
I Eſtabliſh! d in a ſmall part of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, 


I had cathor refuſe to coltifty's even with your 3 


ticular Action in our own Country, and ſo 


1 
1 


PRE Uo = V2» # a. 


mont, and a very ſinal Number of the Lord, 


ring at Meſtiminſter. 
Pontefract, p46. og called Pomfh ret-Caſtle, 
Was thought the Greateſt and Strongeſt Ca- 
ſtle in England. It was the ancient Inheri- 
tance of the Dukes of Lancaſter, called, The 
Honour of Pomfret : And it had the Honour 
to be the laſt Garriſon in the War begun 
in 42. that held out for the King. 
In the Year 1648. the firſt War being o o- 
ver, we, that had ſerved the King in it, fub- 
mitting to our common Fate, lived quietly 
in the Country, till we heard of an intended 
Invaſion by Duke Hamilton: Then we met 
fte ently, and reſolved to attempt the Sur- 
Peu ing this Caſtle, of which Colonel Cotterel 
was Governor for the Parliament, having 
under him a Garriſon of an hundred Men, 
moſt of them Quartered in the Town of 
Pomfret, and in no Apprehenſion of an E- 
nemy. 
„ Deſign was laid by Colonel Mirice, 
(ho in his Vouth had been Page to the 
Earl of Strafford) my two Brothers, who 
were [6 Cagiains of Horſe, and my ſelf, Cap- 


tain 


tain of Foot, 8 ame there 
then about ; Fhree hundred a 
Horſe of our old” 'Conterades, ee 


We b Seer Coneſpondenee withfome 
in the Caſtle; Among the reſt, With 4 Cor. 
poral, who promiſ ed, on a certain Nig] ht, 
to be upon the Guird, and to ſet 4 Cent. 
nel, that would affiſt us, in Scaling the Walls 
by a Ladder, which we had x rovided, my 
brought' wi h us. But the ' Corpord! tn 

pened to be drunk at the h 


and another Centinel was placed, v 
intended te ſet onr Ladder, Who: 5 g's "up- 
on us, and gave che Alam 3"the' art! 1 
They appearing upon the Walls, Men 
retired in haſte, leaving the Ladder! in the 
Ditch ;- whereby the next Day they, within 
knew, that it was no fille Alarm, but that 


there had been a-real Attertipr to furpeiſs the 
Caſtle. 0 

They teck not a Man of vs; our” Foot 
Aiſperſcd themſelves in the Country; and 
half of our Horſe marched to Sir Mae 


N who hail then taken 1 and 
Carliſle. 


Kat; Ts 


Morice, and Captain William Paulden, like 
Country Gentlemen, with Swords by their 
ſides; andabout Nine Perſons more, dreſſed 


Oe : - 
The reſt, being Twenty or Thirty 
Horſe, kept in the Woods, -while we. n 
Spies into the Caſtle, and found that our 


| Confederates within were not diſcovered, 


nor our deſign betrayed, but only failed by 
the wy oral 8 being Drunk. 


The Ladder being found che noxt 8 
ing, made the Governor call the Soldiers 


out of the Town, to lodge in the Caſtle: 
in order to which, he ſent his Warrants into 
the Country, for Beds to be 1 in uy 


a Day appointed. 


We had notice of it, and made wh of the 
Gan” With the Beds came Colonel 


like plain Countrymen, and Conſtables, to 


guard the Beds, but arm d privately with 


Pocket - Piftols and Daggers. 


Upon their Ap proach, the Draw-brid ge 


-was let down, and the Gates opened by our 


C Con- 


a X 10 9 n 

One derates within. fl Colonel Moriee, 4 
thoſe who were with him, entred into the 
Caſtle. The Main- Guard Was juſt within 
the Gate, where our Company threw down 
the Beds, and gave a Crown to ſome Soldi- 
ers, bidding them fetch Ale, to make the 
reſi of the Guard drink ; and as ſoon as they 
were gone out of the Gate; they drew up. 
the/Draw-bridge, and ſecured the "eſt of the 
Guards, forcing them into a Dungeon hard 
by, to: which they. went down. by. about 


Thirty Stairs; 1915 it was a Place that Would 
hold Lo or Three hundred Men. : 


Then Captain William Paullen made; one 
of the Priſoners ſhew him the way to the 
Governor's Lodging, where he found him 
newly laid down upon his Bed, with his 
Cloaths on, 925 his Sword, being a long 
Tuck, lying by him. The Captain told 
him, the Cattle was the King's, and he was 
his Priſoner; but he, without anſwering a- 

ny thing, ſtarted up, and made a thruſt at 
the Captain, and defended. himſelf very 
ed „ till. e ore wounded, his Head 


and 


Pi — I CT 1_ 


6 - 
5 7 N — " ; ; 


Dungeon. 


hard by, of the Taking of the Caſtle; up- 
on which I marched thither with about 


ve furniſhed our ſelves with all manner of 


that our Garriſon at laſt was increaſed to 
Five hundred Men, which at the rendring 


9 0 ee ee 


and good ſtore of A 


K 11 2 
rere feveral places, he made ano- 
ther full and deſperate Puſh at the Captain, 
and broke his Tuck againſt the Bed. poſt; 
and then asked Quarter, which my Brother 
granted; and he, for the preſent, was put 
down, among his own Soldiers, into the 


* 
i "S y 
” f 
X fs a 


© Notice was immediately fent to me, lying 


Thirty Horſe, and, it being + Market-day, 
Proviſions from the 'Town. 
There came ſpeedily to us, in ſmall Par- 


ties, ſo many of our old Fellow-Soldiers, 


of the Caſtle afterwards, were reduc'd to 
One hundred and forty. 5 


We found in the Caſtle a good quantity 
of Salt and Malt, with Four thoufand Arms; 
mmunition, fome Can 
32 non | 


non, and two bat e 


We cxpedied 

a Siege very ſuddenly, and got wha Pro- 
viſions of Corn, 0 n f could, aſe 
of the Cn 


Particularly in one Sally, having notice 
that there were at Kyotingly, three Miles 

from the Caltle, Threo beer head of 
Cattle, bought u e 

to 2406 SOUED, un 


then we 3 d 7 bee them | 
and danger, the Bye nemy not daring to 
Charge us, and ſo we 8 all fafe with 
our Purchaſe into the Caſt! 2 This, an 

other Proviſions, we got in, by ſeveral Par- 
ties almoſt every Night, enabled us to keep 
the Caſtle above nine Months, though we 


had not one Months Proviſion, hen. We 
were 2 ee 


For 


was beaten, at Preſton in Lancaſtire; and Sir 
| Marmaduke Langdale taken Prifoner, and 
brought to Nanga le He was Gene. 


| 1 3. 2 | 
For i ina very e time after, we were 
beſieged by Sir Edward Rhodes, and Sir Henry 


 Cholmondh, and Five thouſand Men of regu- 


lar Troops: But we kept a Gate open on 
the South-lide of the Caſtle, which was 


covered by a ſmall Garriſon, we placed in 


an Houſe called New-Hall, belonging to the 


Family of Pierrepoint being about a — 
ſhot or two n the Caſtle. SI 


by OO time after, we heard, Duke Handles 


ral of the En gliſß at Preſton, who behaved 
themſelves l and, in truth, did all that 


was done there. He had alto, as I faid, 
been our General; we had his Commiſion 
for taking the Caſtle, as he had the Prince 


of Valess, and we were reſolved to run any 


hazard to releaſe him : For it was commonly 


given out, that they intended to bring him 
before Pomfret-Caſtle, and to Execute him 
in our ſight, if we would not immediately 


It 


ſurrender. | 


42 


Ĩ being like to prove a tedioũs Siege, Ge- 


, 
1 
. 
* 


D 


neral Raincborow was ſent from London by the 
Parliament, to put a ſpecdy end to it. He 
Conduct, exceeding - zealous and fierce in 
their Cauſe, and had done them. great Ser- 


ö 85 vice by Land, and |; alſo at SEA,” where he was 


for a time one of their Admirals. His head 
Quarters were for the preſent at Doncaſter, 
being Twelve Miles from Pomfret, with 

_ Twelve hundred Foot; a Regiment of his 
— Horſe lay Three or Four Miles on the Eaft 


of Doncaſter, and another at the like diſtance 
an the el. EE 


Captain William Paulden, who commanded 
all the few Horſe in the Caſtle, laid a Deſign 
to ſurpriſe him in his Quarters at Doncaſter ; 
not co kill him, but to take him Priſoner, and 
exchange him for ourown General, Sir Mar- 

maduke Langaale; and it was only his own fault 


that he was killed, and not brought Priſoner 
to the Caſtle. N 


The 


hay K. ee 


next 
lage Four Miles Weft above Doncaſter, upon 


(15) 
The Deſign ſeemed the more aſible, be- 


cauſe the General and his Men were in no 


Apprehenſion of any Surprife ; the Caſtle 


being Twelve Miles off, cloſely beſieged, and 


the only Garriſon for the King in England. 


In ordert to execute this our purpoſe, Cap- 
tain William Paulden made choice of 'Two and 


twenty Men, ſuch as he moſt confided in. 


At Midnight, being well horſed, we marched 
through the Gate, that was kept open, over 


the Meadows, between two of the Enemy's 


Horſe-Guards, whom, by the favour of the 
Night, we paſſed undiſcovered. Early the 
Morning we came to M-xborough, a Vil- 


15 River Don, where there was a Ferry-boat. 
There we reſted, to refreſh our ſelvcs ard 


our Konken fl about Noon. 


In the mean time we ſent a Spy into Day 


caſter, to know, if there was any Diſcovery 


of a Party being out, and to meer us, as ſoon 
as it Was dirk, at Cunchorough, a Mile tiom 
Doncaſiers v which he did, and aſſured us, there 
N Was 


(16) on 
was no Alarm taken by the Town, and that 
a Man would meet us at Sun“ riſe, it being 
then the beginning of March, who would 


give us Notice if alt was quiet. Thither the 


Man came accordingly ; the Sign he was to 
bring with him, to be known by, was a Bi- 
ble in his hand. RS 


Captain William Paulden then divided his 
Two and twenty Men into Four Parties; Six 
were to attack the Main-Guard, Sixthe Guard 
upon the Bridge; Four were ordered to Ge- 
neral Rainsborow's Quarters ; and the Cap- 
tain, with the remaining Six, after he had 
ſcen the Four enter the General's Lodgitigs, 
was to beat the Streets, and keep the Enemy 
JC 


Moe preſently forcing the firſt Barricades, 
and the Guards there diſperſing into the Coun- 
try, all the reſt ſucceeded as we wiſh'd; the 
Min- Guard was ſurpriſed, we entring the 
Guard-Chamber, and getting between them 
and their Arms, bid them ſhift for their 


| Lives; the fame was done to the Guard up- 


On 


on tio Bridge, their 1 being chrown i 


which, they delivered Rainsborow a Packe 


"TY. . 


to the River, 


The Four that went to Generd "ESE 
rows Lodging, pretended to bring Letters 
to him from Cromwell, who had then beaten 
the Scots; they met at the Door the Gene- 


ral's Lieutenant, who conducted them up to 
his Chamber, and told him, being in Bed, 


that there were ſome Gentlemen had brought 


him Letters from General Cromwell. U on 


wherein was nothing but blank Paper. Whilſt 


he was opening it, they told him, he was 


their Priſoner, but that not a Hair of his Head 


ſhould be touched, it he would go quietly - 


with them. Then they diſarm d his Lieute- 


nant, who had innocently conducted them 


to his Chamber, and brought them both down 


Stairs. They had brought a Horſe ready 


for General Rainsborow, upon which they 
bid him mount; he ſeem d at firſt willing to 
do it, and put his Foot in the Stirrup ; 


but 
lo oking about 2 and ſceing none but four 
D of 


of his Enemies, and his Lieutenant and Cen- 
tinel (whom they had not diſarm'd ) ſtand: 
by him; he pull'd his Foot out of the Stir- 
rup, andcry'd Arms, Arms. Upon this, one 
of our Men, letting his Piſtol and Sword fall, 
| becauſe he would not kill him, catcht hold 
of him, and they grappling together, both 
fell down in the Street. Then General Rainſ- 
| borow's Lieutenant catching our Man's Piſtol 
that was fallen, Captain Pauldens Lieutenant, 
who was on Horſeback, diſmounts and runs 
him through the Body, as he was cocking 
the Piſtol. Another of our Men run Gene- 
ral 'Rainsborow into the Neck, as he was 
ſtrugling with him that had caught hold of 
him; yet the General got upon his Legs with 
our Man's Sword in his Hand; but Captain 
Paulden's Lieutenant ran him through the 
Body, upon which he fell down dead. 


Then all our Parties met, and made a noiſe 
in the Streets, where we ſaw Hundreds f 
their Soldiers in their Shirts, running in the 
Fields to fave themſelves, not imagininghow. 
8 3 ſmall 


con 


i . : 


mmm A 
ſmall our Number was. we pey ma mar- 
ched over the Bridge, the dire way to Pom- 


fret Caſtle, and all lately arrived there; carry- 
ing with us Forty or Fifty Priſoners, whom 


we met by Eight or Ten in a Company. We 


took no Priſoners at Doncaſter; nor were any 
kill d, or fo much as hurt there, but General 


Rainsborow and his Lieutenant, and they too 


very much againſt our Will, becauſe our main 


Intention was defeated thereby, which, I told 
you, was to exchange and redeem our own 
General Langdale; who however, the very 
Night before, had fortunately made his own 
Eſcape, and lived to ſee King Charles the Se- 

+ s Reſtoration, and to be made a Peer of 
England for his eminent Services in the 


© 
Blut to go on with our Affairs at Pomfret, 
| ſeeing you have allo the Curioſity to know 
what became of us at laſt. After the Defeat 
of the Scots Army by Cromwell, at Preſton and 


Miggan in Lancaſhire, Major General Lambert 
came againſt us; and then we were cloſe 


D:z_ — hat 


_ on Capitularing; and they 
the Walls, © 


not to be named till after. the Articles were 
| Signed by: the Governor. 


Coy 
ffut up; without hope of Relief, and our 
Proviſions very nigh ſpent, which, put u us up · 
threw Papers over 
flering Honourable Conditions, 
favitig that Six Perſons were to be excepted. 
from any Benefit of the Articles, who were 


The Governor, Colonel 8 


ald the Officers of the Caſtle together; and. 


we unanimouſly premiſed, we would. never 


agree to deliver any. Nero up, Athen his 


Conſent. 


Upon: this Promiſe, our Governor ſent 
Six Officers out of the Caſtle, to Treat with: 
the ſame Number named. byM ajor. General 
Lambert: Of our number I was one. When 
we met, we told them, That we came to. 
Capitulate about the Surrender of the Caſtle, 
but they could not expect that we would. 
deliver our ſelves up to Execution. Upon 
Nan, Colonel Bright, the firſt of their Com- 


miſſioners, 


18 1 
miſſioners, told us, That he had Authority, 
from Major General Lambert, to engage, That 

none of us, that Treated, ſhould be any of 
the excepted Perſons: We told him, That 
perhaps the Governor might be one of them: 
He anſwered, That he did believe the Major 
Governor, as ſome that had betray'd the 
Caſtle to us, when it was taken. So we 
parted for that time, without concluding a- 


O 0 ou 3.5 
n 8 1 = * .* ' ö 


At our retum to the Caſtle;we acquainted 
the Governor with all had paſſed; ſome vf 
our Commiſſioners telling him, that Colo- 
nel Bright had engaged he ſhould not be 
excepted. The Governor-ask'd me, what 
I thought ef it. I plainly told him, 1 
theught he was intended to be one, and 
repeated to him the very Words that Colo- - 
nel Bright had ſpoke, which made me 
ſuſpect he would be excepted, becauſe he 
had not engaged that the Governor ſhould-i 
not be, as he had, that we that Treated | 
ſhould 


— 


\ | 


07 
5 ee not, but. let i it . Then 
one of our Commiſſioners told him, that 
Licutenant- Colonel Grooke had aſſured him, 
that our Governor was none of the Excep- 
ted; upon which, he reſolved we ſhould 
g0 out, and conclude, ſaying generouſſy, 
that if he was excepted, he would take his 
Fortune, and would not have ſo many Wor- 
thy Gentlemen periſh. for his fake. 05 
Upon this, I deſired the 8 to o ſend 
ſome body elſe in my place, for J had pro- 
miſled ſolemnly, I would never conſent to 
deliver him up; (which he would have had 


me (worn to before; but I told him, m 


Word ſhould be as good as my Oath.) 80 


they went out, and concluded, and Signed 
the Articles; and after Signing of them, they 


brought to us, in the Caſtle, the Naines of 


the excepted * whercof the Gover- 
nor was the Fiſt : 198 


1 * # , 4 % 
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* Smyth, 


C23) 


Their Names were, 


| cane! Mose, our Governor, 5 


Allen Auſtwick, Captain W. Paulden's Lieute 
nant, as one of thoſe that Kill d Rainsborow. 


Blackborne, Captain Paulden' 5 Cornet; e * 
ſame Reaſon. 


Major Aſhby, Theſe Three bud bath our Cor- 
 Peſpontlents in the Caſtle, 

N. eant _— when we Surpriſed . 
"Wu were nos obliged to deliver up any 
of theſe Excepted Perſons, but they had 


liberty to make their Eſcape if they could, 


which they attempted on Horſeback, the | 
next Evening, by charging through the 
Enemies Army. At that very time their 


Guard unluckily happened to be relieving, 


ſo that the Number was doubled * 
were to break through, 


The Governor, and Blackborn Sing 
thro”, and elcaped ; but were taken in Lan- 
_ cafhire . 


— — 


1 "TH. — 
caſbire about ten days after, (ſeeking for a 
Ship tO paſs beyond Sea) and brought to 
York,, where they were both Executed. 


Smyth was kill'd in the Attempt.  Auwick, 
Aſhby, and Floyd, were forced back into the 
Caſtle, where they hid themſelves in a pri- 
vate Sally-port (which we had cover d, 
deſigning to. take the Caſtle again by it, 
when there ſhould happen a fair Opportu- 
nity.) Thence they made their Eſcape the 

” next Night, after the Caſtle was ſurrender d, 

1 and all lved till after the King's Return. 


1 Thus ended the Siege of Ponfret-Caſtle, 
1 which was ſoon after demoliſhed > ſo that 
[ Dow there remains nothing of that MAg- 
nificent Structure, but fome- Ruines of the 
N where, the Tradition is, King 


chard the Second was nurthered. 


TI ccrave your: Leave to add, what I had 
forgot to mention before, that we kept the 
Caſtle, till after King Charles the Firit was 


Mar- 


to;itheGatehonſe:: 


05297) n 
ud: When We folemnly proclaim'd 


King Cores the Second in it; and did not 
deliver it up till almoſt two Months after. 5 


Be pleated: that 1 inform” you mer, 5 


that x my Brother, Captain William Paullen, 


died of a Fever in the Caſtle, a Month be- 
fore it was ſurrender d; my other Brother, 


Captain Timothy Paulden, was killed in the 


Fight at Wiggan, being then Major of Horſe 
to j Matthew Boynton, under the 
Command of the Earl of Derby. I my ſelf 
followed the Fortune of King Charles in his 


Exile, and was ſent into England, on ſeveral. 


Occaſions for his Majel y's 


ervice. J was 


once betray d, and brought before-Gomwell ;, 
Hut I denied my Name, and nothing could 


he proved againſt me. However he ſent 'me 


ecin Weſtminſter, from whence 
I made my Hſcape, with our old Friend Fack 
Conper, by throwing Salt and Pepper into the 


Keeper's Eyes; which, I think, has made 
me love Salt the better ever ſince; as e 
and all my Friends, know I do, with \ 


* have. eaten many a Buſhel. b 
= 1 


„ 


Ee) 


I went cagdin beyond Sea; yy upon King 
Ghaks the e Si Reftingabiont: returned 
into England, accompanied. with nry old Com- 
panion, Loyalty, and with the uſual Compa- 
nion of that, Poverty. The firſt never quit -· 
ted me; the other, by the Favour and 
Bounty of the Duke of Ogre, was eme 
tolerable. ho vim. DYES TN, 


8 having n. now 1 aſt: of: my 
old Acquaintance, and, as 1 verily believe, 
All, who had any Part in the foregoing 
Story, being in the 78th Year of my. Age, 
I am glad 1 have (wes this Occaſion of 
ſhewing my ancient Reſpedts and Friendſhip 
for you, by obeying your Commands in 
this Particular; though you will not let 

me have the Honour to mention your 

Name otherwiſe, than as a | Yorkshire Man, 
and a Lover of them, who had Fauhfully 

Served King Charles the Second, as "yon 
your ſelf had done. i ee 


After all. 2 it mall not hs «thought 


. our — of N orksbire. at 
"I - leaſt, 


"C29 
leaſt; that T have lived on to this' time; if 
for nothing elſe, yet for this, that when 
the Memorable Action at Cremona ſhall here- 
after be ſpoken of, with the Honour it 
_ deſerves, this Attempt at Doncaſter may 
not be alto gether POS w"_ — 


Sir, T am 


Na wy kuf 


ie March = + Fe Seruant, 


Thomas Paulden: | 
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